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VIETNAMESE FEAR
ATRIBAL UPRISIG

Loyalty of Mbuntain People
to Saigon Regime Fades as
" Their Disconfent Giows

R g

By CHARLES MOHR
' Special to The New York Times
i SAIGON, April 12 — South
‘Vietnam’s “other political prob-
‘lem"” — the growing discontent
:of its mountain tribesmen—may
Isoon crupt Tnto a™ Tull-Scale
irevolt, qualified sourcés said to-
day. -
l"' The military Government is

renmeshed in a major struggley
for existence against Buddhist|

and student encmies in the
‘cities and heavily populated
lowland areas.
' This adds to the gravity of
the often-forgotten montagnard
problem, but the. informants
said the problem had. begun to
grow grave even before the cur-
rent political crisis in the citie
started March 10. - :
Montagnard is a collective
name for severa] tribes of non.
Vietnamese hill tribesimen who

ages” and tend to patronize,![sources, .
despise or exploit them. In turn,)| Last September, the South
montagnarq leaders have lost:SCE]‘;::;S:".g-?\?c"rca'i"";te::tam:vig
Almost all onalty to Saigon and; Civilian irregular Degfe?\se
seem to seck either mdcpcnd-icmup‘ units In” American Spe-
Clice or an autonomous govern-!'cial Forces camps and capture
‘ment within a government. several hundred Unified Front

The South Vietnamese Gov-litroops. . .
ernment is deeply suspicious of .S, Agents Accused
tthe United States on this issue. Americans  were  excluded

It believes the United States is| from the planning of this move
'too sympathetic to the monta-| because of a South Vietnamese
#nards and has encouraged them | charee that sonte members of
n their aspirations. A United States intelligence
Maj. Gen. Vinh Loc, the com- agency had cncoraged the Uni.
mander of the II Corps arra,|fiod Front and given it "advice
which embraces most of theigp how to negotiate.” Some
Central  Highlands, recently, American  officials were re.
asked the United States to 010$G'movcd from their posts in the
all its Special Forces camps in Highlands on South Vietnamese
thg: area, an informed SOUrce, demand. -
szpd. The general "app;}rcntl_x However, the South Viet.
mnt:‘ ol:t:;il:du%a]ﬁgr?szms namese continued to negotiate
that man' the outposts of the| ., .N¢ mountain town of Ban.
special antiguerrilla forces, in- of Lhe Unified Front leader,

formants said. Y-Bham Enoul, who is believed
U.S. Likely to Refuse toobe (;ntcxile in Camll\)odia.
' “The United States is likely to|, O% Oct. 22, against American
resist the general's demands advice, the Saigon Government
lstrongly since compliance would, bwkc.nff the negotiations with
cripple the major Special Forces! t1¢ argument that it was nec.
effort in Vietnam! . ressary to “get tough” and show
Some informed sources said,Strcnglh before the talks could
that a Montagnard organization YiCld any fruit,
called the Unified Front for the. ., Within a few weeks the Dec.
Struggio  of  the Oppressed-vl." revolt” took place, At lflns
Races might stage a new revolt {me several members of the
o 1IN 298 2 0 TN governing eclory o gonerl
Montagnard support for thetStrongly criticizec ;
front has 'increasgg sharply injfor “blundering.” The leading
recent.weeks, according to these; CTitics were Deputy Premier,
sources. Supporters of the or.!Lieut. Gen. Nguyen Huu Co,
ganization did stage an- abor.,d the former I Corps com-

dwell in the nation's mountains

Lieut. Gen. Nguyen

; e e T ;
'seribe the monlagnards as “sag-igicaned  from a . numbet ' of

methuot with 10 representatives .

and on the high piatcau, They;tered Highland 1ocati9ns.. bricf-
have been known by theiri!y captuting two provincial cap.

tive revolt Dec. 18 in five scat_?mander,

iitals and murdering 37 South
French names from the days vistnamese officla.lg and sol-

when France rufed Indochina as.dicrs fn one of them:
a colony. . , ‘

Although they number only
about 700,000, montagnards con-
stitute a. majority in a land
Jarea covering two-thirds  of
South Vietnam, . - s
« Many SOu‘th .Yl.gﬁn.amese de-

P Ll Ntergad .

-+ The Uhited States’ Govern.

ment  itseif is split on the
Montagnard  problem, the iny
Iformants said. :
| Almost all American officiais
]believc the ‘South- Vietnamcse
!should offer Lhe .Montagnards
‘better treatment and  conces-

‘sions. But there is disagreement

on how hard te press the Saigon
Government -on this subject.

-This is_the tangled narrativel

1of events that have led to-a
worsening of the situation, as

Chanh Thi, But General Co alko
favored a “strong” line.
Meanwhile, General Co called
on the United States military
commander in South Vietnam,
Gen. William C. Westmoreland,
and asked for advice on how
to handle the Unified Front and

montagnard affalrs turned ovcr'
to General Co, who was already
Minister of Defense and Na-
tional Reconstruction, The Unit.
er States declined. .. -

The State Department, which
had been following the probiem
closely, asked Ambassador Een-
ry Cabot Lodge to take a strong
stand with th¢-Saigon Govern-
ment, urging it to meet legiti-
mate montagnard aspirations. |
The dcpartment said Mr.
Lodge should point out that the
United States had a dlreot sn-
terest because large numbers
of American combat troops

Highlands and that montagnpard
disaffection was causing milie
tary security to declino,

Mr. Lodge, informed sources
said, refused to accept these
Instructions and told Washing-
ton that United States-south
Vietnamese relations on the:

montagnard question were ale
ready so strained that a strong
approach would only complicate
his problems. .
However, Secretary of State |
Dean Rusk, on -visiting Saigon
in January, had a special -20-
minute chat with Premier Ky in
which Mr. Rusk himself carried
out his original instructions {o
Mr. Lodge. Premier Ky and.
other South Victnamese offi-,
cials werc again pressed on the
subject . by Americans at the.
Honolulu conference early in
February. .
In February, Premier Ky was
persuaded to send an order to
General Loc . transferring him-
from the II Corps command,
where he dominated handling of ’
the problem; to the post of
Minister of Psychological War-,
fare. The general, & member
of the ruling ditectory, refused’

oy

whole. .

! The United States mission
!prcparcd a memorandum of
jsuggestions, and Philip Habib,
the embassy's political coun-
?:clor, presented it to General

0. . U
i It urged that the Saigon Gov-

ernment act fast to implement
scarlier promises to improve
Jjmontagnard education, social

Wwelfare and equality in mili-

the montagnard problem as a}

the transfer. .. ' .. i

tary and Civil Service jobs, to
‘temove barriers that prevenpted
:the tribesmen from owning land
:And to restore their old tribal
courts, v .
! General Co. privately asked
Mr. Habib td Intercede with

{

f,zremler Nguyeh Cao Ky to have

3
:
.
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